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Quin Visits Ontario, A New Tournament is Born

Article from Crokinole Centre

With a worldclass crokinole player fro
British Columbia in the region, several ot
crokinole fanatics from Ontario gathered
play the 2015 Quin Erzinger Croking «§
Classic. e,

N ¥
‘\\ Ql’ >
With everyone wanting to fag# against %»% ¥
the young stud from BC, the format w ““‘;({\
composed of a full round robin of singl e
action, with the remainder of thtternoon
left for social play.

True to his lore, Quin Erzingtrumped in
a tournamenhigh 174 20s, which alg
includedr @aumdéerifrc
game of the tournament against R g :
Campbell. Also sharing in some fame }’ S »%\ ’ c: o
Jason Beierling, who scored a pertaaid a i on. /A B e
in the very last game of the tournameaihag Participants enjoy a 6 player game of crokinalaaftenth@lotaitCrokinole Centre
Nathan Walsh.

others used the advantage of numbers to
more gamesmnothe 6player crokinole board
While the @layer board is large, and th
more difficult to transport, it was no doubt
hit among the attendees. If you are look
for ways to make crokinole tourname
more social and entertaining;dafyer board
canbe great for a few laughs in betwsd
rounds.

With trophies available for the top 3 finishe
the battle for the podium was incredibly tic
Through 17 games (and a maximum of
points) 5 players finished within 2 points
each other. Recognition should be giver
Jason Beiling, Quin Erzinger, Jake Ruc
and Roy Campbell for an incredibly solid ¢
Jake Ruggi turned out a great performa
despite coming into the tournament-ofit Nathan Walsh would like

. tbank everyone
practice.

who helped make this eventality. Specia
thank you to hip ar ent 6s f o
lunch, organizing and transportation. Tha
to Jake Ruggi and Reuben Jongfma
helping to secure the venue. Thanks als
Roy Campbell for bringing although t

. gametimer, and to Eric Miltenburg for th
The battle for 1st was also quite close aSavira large crokinole board.

Conrad and Nathan Walsh both earned ru«
points. The tiebreaker went the way of Wal
with Conrad having to settle for 2nd.

Congratulations were given to E|
Miltenburg for squeezing through the he
and earning 90 points along with the we
deserved 3rd place finish.

After the resu#t had been announced, playeg
took the opportunity to get a few more gamjgss
of crokinole in before heading home. So
players used the chance to practice doult
before the World Championships, whil*

Nathan Walsh accéptade prize fromr
Quin Ezringer (phoewitCrokinole Cent



A Change of Rules: Waterloo Doubles

Article from Crokinole Centre standard clockwise rule mostly maintaithe start of the round, while our partners
itself. egged us on.
It was the season opener for ivaterloo
Crokinoleclub, and with most members bu:To start the second round Jon and B:éSome common phrases popped up
and trying to enjoy the last remaining glimpdiscussed which erof them should shootthroughouthe gamest Why d o ket
of the summemve were limited to 5 membelUntil it was decided that whoever wouldst hi s, youdrod amnadtr ol
With anywhere between 8 and 12 memkthe round under regular conditonswoulda bout t hi s one, you
most nights we typically try to get 2 full roLso even in this new variation of doub
robins of singles action in during the even crokinole. If we were putting it down in a n'The common question fHow many ¢
With only 5, we quickly raced through 2 ‘book, we already had the first hintof nuand 0y o u  h ar\staterrergsf hintthg at
rounds and then decided to play so your partnerto shood, You t ake it
doubles, rotating one player out. Before shooting one out of turn, one reap r e a k . 6
had to ask permission of his partner. A 1
Doubles is always a lot of fun. Partners rounds later and everyone felt m(t was an all arourgteat experiment, with
strategy, opponents talk about the other te comfortable jumping up and taking charge g |ot of laughs The topic of whether we

strategy, even the person sitting out chime should ever try it again led to a positive
with their input. OHow about | take response. Everyone agreed it was a fun tinfe!

feeling good. ¢ but as one member sai
Nearing the end of the first doubles gam with a case of beer to reduce the wassi
funny quip was thrown out about letting ycNow with the option of taking tistot, ratherh e adache. 6 1 f you ha
partnershoot in place of your own shot. [than your partner, you really had to make :many years, changing the fundamental order
doubles there is often the scenario whenyou didn't miss. of play is quite the twist.

opposing team leaves a hanger, but for
person shooting next making a 20 involvel t 6 s amazi ng how mujcould even see a further variation of plagh
tough followthrough, while the partner (the sudden angles appear off every disc. where the opposition teams gets to choose
they were allowed to shoot), would seesnt end t o for get ab o which player must shoot the next shot. Bug
takeout and 20. and focus on your that mght bea little too cut-throat as ©
The lefthandedness of Barry added anotgpposed to fun
A few hypothetical comments later and wrinkle to the game is does not usually g
found ourselves setting the rule and deciichance to be explored. Alex went further to ask if it could work in a
to experiment with a few gamEsere competitive format. While both fun and
would be no clockwise order that had to belt took a couple of games before some teijnteresting, it takes one of competitive
followed, so long as the teams alternatecaccidentallywent to the extreme Barry andc r o ki nol eds bi ggest |
shooting and each playershot 6 times, Alex partnered up, and the early part of That problems of cours¢ime. Doubles can
which partner shot next was up to the round gave Bey so many chances at a 20 t glready be dragged out with extended talk of
discretion of the team. Alex ended having to shoot the last 5 disc:strategy, and perhaps it was due to a learninc
his team. curve, but we found the play to take longer
And before | get into more detail of this fii than normal.
night of experimental Waterloo doubles, So more advanced strategy kicked
me just sayit was a thrilling. Including hiding the number of shotsyouts g j t § s probably not
l eft so your o0ppone€ncorporated into the Ontario Double8 U
Starting the first round Alex made a 20, ticlose to being out of discs. Thatteeven Crokinole Championship in October, but if
so didJon. | joked that maybe Alex shotmore thinking in keeping track of who hy oy have a chance to
| u

shoot again, rather than myself. | endedshot what. doubl esd at your c
shooting, and missed. experiment.

ltds true that mor i i n
The round continued arad first it was than in doubles, and one of the reasons |l | can say is- it was wild and it was
simple. Followthrough 20 shots and disct hat i s the wai ti ngprliant, itwas crokinole in Waterloo. |

that would normally require a treacherous |easier to score 20 after 20 and get int
through the pegs becarsimple hangar 2Crhythm whernyou only have to wait for on
and short takeouts. Sure we have had other shooter. Soon the waiting aspect
option of switching, but it was only exercisdoubles went out the window too. Roy &
when it seemed obvious too, and so myself exchanged 3 20s each consecutive., ..



A Crokinole Club Grows in Brooklyn

Article from Greg Pinel smashing of your o | already offer afteschool soccer and rughy
di t c h, ohnagehhodkédnQuigkly. and floor hockey to some of these schooals,

Like in the Stanley Cup playoffs this y and so why not crokir

between Chicago and Anaheim, Canalf crokinole were an American inventicr Un. |t ds sa&faem.andu

players at this wethingswould be different. If Americans inkhave to be sporty or terribly proficient in
Championships surely outnumber those frsomething, they remind themselves often Mathematics to play well or become
any ot her si ngdféosemake sureothers know it too. They take crchampion. | can probably get a wider range of
Canadian crokinole players. But unlke vf or ot her peopl es & Kds, if not simply more kids, in Brooklyy
hockey, which my parents got me playin'So most people in the US would probalPlaying crokinole than playing the above
age 5 (and my first birthday present was a know of crokinole. Hundreds of thousanSPOrts.
and a puck fr om mywould probably be playing it at some
introduced to crokinole until | was 40. Ait hi s very weekend. | dve c ome thisgearhgpartitosadéo c
not by a relative or a Cdien neighbour orpart of the high school curriculum in sorsome street cred to my upcoming Brooklyn
Canadi an family f rstates. Instead, there | was every tschool s progr ams. | &
Canadian or even in Canada for that maVan®uver December in Grades 8 through participated on the world stage against the
This weekend will in fact be the first timitPhys Ed c¢cl assé squavery best. But 16d al
play crokinole in Canada. of helping the game t
Canadians invent some Of the best gameEWant OtheICanadianS to |Ose out ||ke me. So |

| first heard of the game when living hockey. Lacrosse. Even basketball Wanttomeetothersin Tavistock with a similar
Brooklyn, NY, where | still reside. Thespa football belong to us, originally. And of cou drive and other ideas foelping this great
who introduced it to me is a professioithere's crokinole. Ours. Yet so many of (9ame grow.

heavy metal drummer, Santos Montano probably a large majorityd o n 0 t }

Mexican descent and a 5th generaexists. In Canada, it should be possible to see
American from Sante Fe. Santos had ni crokinole offered as an afsmhool activity,
beento Canada. Buthe had atleastlearneysve dondt speak pr o fight alongside chess andida and A/Y ¢

game from Canadians specifically theapout our sporting and other cultuiclubs, as well as hockey and rugby and socce
LeGrasse brothers: dequed and beardec r e a2t i on s and a c h teams. t o

boarama ker s fr om Qu e Imodest, too seffacing to broadcast ot
down to Sante Fe in the 80s. greatness. |td&s t htiAndpartly because of what the great classioa
can perhaps result in the waning of our cmusic conductor Sir Thomas Beecham once
Much of the above doesn't sit right withnc ul t ur al traditi onssadfi try everything once but folk damcing
And it gets increasingly unjust in my mimpress upon others our relative (superincesfa line my father told me as | was about
when | think of ho charms. But how about we start at leto set off in the snow, quite reluctantly for first
countries, whose dexe r i t y / a i m convincing more of ourselves, moreloudhyp er i od Phys Edidlsd ds qsuu
started playing almost immediately ug love to see crokinole integrated into the actual
arrival. Petanque in Paris. Bacci in Mi| t §s i n schoo lndthephseclassroom. At least every December.

Darts and archery in London. Bowls chance of being heard and of thus growingy
Gla.ngW. And shuffleboard in BrOOklylgame amongst a requisite younger genere

bars. That | left Canada atage 30, notknolF oy  exampl e, 1 6ve h g
crokinole existed, bjperplexes me. Mostly, 3 few American school principals intereste
find it pretty annoying. crokinole. This <co i n

Brooklyn crokin@ club (The Crokinolgs
My vexation increases when | think of h Project) into some Brooklyn highs school A
| dve made and st il lan afterschool program. One major reds ‘
playing and organizing gamemstly contact for this initiative: Far too many public schot

And t her e6bsk&otmo me (schools often have no afsahool activities al =
off the clock than socializing over a relativall. Nochess. No soccer. Nothing fun, heal
less aggressive dexterity/aiming gaand social for kids to do under ad
Though if that game happens to have a pisupervision.
forbodyc hec ki ng, I i ke t



National Crokinole Tour: Year in Review

World Championships:
Tavistock
Articlefrom Crokinole Centre

Doubles
The morning doubles competition broug
together a fierce crowd. With the recreatic
doubles category being a welcomed choic
48 teamghe competitive division was limite
to 28 teams of tremendous skill. It beca
clear that the day would not be won by s
but rather great mental focus and ste
concentration.
The short preliminary round of only 6 ganbj
is always a frantic race to grab one of the
6 playoff spots. Edging out tfield to take . .
the top seed was Clare Kuepfer and Nathi DoubleshChamp;?Hr;sG\:ug,gn and Frec
Walsh with 38 of a possible 48, making the (photo cre addipg

first appearance as a team into the toThe A playoffs were equally tight. Wilfr
playoffs. They were followed closely by smithand Lawson Lea would earn the higr
brother team of Jason and Ray Beierling, finjsh of any no©Ontario team in World
the fathesson team of @vid and Matt Brown championship history, but would finish jt
both with 37 points out of the money, with a 5th place finic

Finishing 2 points higher and grabbingr tt
Rob Mader Jr. and Jeremy Howey grabbeyecordextending 11th top 4 finish, was Ja
4th seed, returning to the top 6 for the fizng Ray Beierling at 20 points. Matt and C

l og jam of o0just

closed6 followed at
20 scores of 60 and 59, the PEI teamteams of Kuepfer/Walsh dnSlater/Slater,
Wllfred Sm|th and Lawson Lea grabbed both Scoring 25 points_ The heamead

LUlJ

b place, and just below their best finish of L. eIk e
in 2011The top two spots were earned by th Beverly Vaillancourt an@®&aslting with

scored 104, which was enfougt o0 wi n 1
titles in both 2010 and 2011, but only good

enough for 3rd in 2014. Brian Cook scored a
WCGpersonal best of 121, well above his

scores of 79 and 86, which were enough to
earn him the 2008s tit
the 200s Mmohohodrs vi@int domp
Ray Beierling in 2014, as he scored 131 ovel
the 10 game preliminary round.

The preliminary round aldetermined the
Women's World Crokinole Champion.
Beverly Vaillancourt took home the Karin
Jeske Memorial Award for the second btraig
year. Karin Jeske and her husband used tc
travel tothe world championships from
Germany every year, until passing few
years ago. In her honour, her husband createc
this award to reward the top female player in
the tournament.
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theimwardghoto credit: Bill Gladdin

Focussing on the qifedrs for the Sweet 16

the 6th spot. closely matched both teams were, as theyplayoffs, Beierling, Cook and Slater all
theirgame4 . The di f f er egrabbed the top 3 seeds. The magic nugber
That leftRex and Tom Johnston out in 7n the overall score, as Justin and Fred Sturned out to be 50 points, which 5 players
with 32 points, Dbutyouldtake the wspot and win their secdhscored, but unfortunately there were only 3
them in the B playoffs were Paul Brubacconsecutive Doubles World ChampionshifSPots remaining. Raymond Haymes, Roger
and Roy Campbell (31 points), Robert Vaillancourt and RolieBonnett came in just
Richard Mader (31), Brian Simpson and Rigjngles under the wire, leaving a bitter feeling for
Vaillancourt (30), John Harvey and FThe lunch break allowed the competitorsNathan Jongsma and Rex Johnston.
Reesor (28)and Chris Gorsline and Petre|ax from the frantic doubles play and be
Tarle (26) preparing for the pre|iminary round of t/Pool Aaction saw Brian Cook at the top his
_singles action. The biggest piece of excitergame, cruising into first place with 41 points
The B doubles playoff was extremely tiya's t he 206s c omp e tthrough 7 games, and giving him his regogd
and ended with 4 teams at a score of 23 pcpards in great shape, it waseted that theextending 10th top 4 appearance. Roger
Brian Simpson and Roger Vaillancop 0 §s scor es wo While 3 Vaillancourt had a good showing with 29
wouldake the B title, while Paul Brubactp l ayer s s ¢ or e-H00 raryeé points, but that was only enough for 4th in the
and Roy Campbell would take second.  another 3 players scored greater than group. Matt Brown grabbed the final playoff
They included the usual suspects of BSpot with 35 points, barely edging out Ray
Cook, Ray Beierling and Justin Slater. SBeierling, who had 34. That one point would



give Matt Brown his first top 4 appearanback to tie the gametdand force a 5th rountAs a bountiful luncives served, the scores
and stop Beierling from earning hist8p 4 tiebreaker. After Justin Slater missed were tallied and Pools A & B were set up for
finish. He currently sits tied for 2fwdth Joe opening 20 attempt, he was forced to peach division.
Fulop) at 7 top 4 finishes. aggresegely, but it led to a mistake and Bri

Cook held on to the advantage to take The top 4 of pool B set Demian Johnston
Pool B saw John Harvey earn 29 points for match €2, 64 (CT) againgBrian Henry (NY), and Eric
in the group, while Nathan Walsh and Ju Miltenburg (ON) against Cathy Kuepfer
Slater grabbed the top 2 spotswith45ancThe 2014 t i t |-breakirggdth (ON). It was Miltenburg & Johnstorftéa
points respectively-tne defending worldSingles World Championship, and his 9th needing 3 tiebreaker rounds to surpass
champion, Jon Conrad, saw his bicafthird 2 f i ni s h. He has f iHenry)meeting in the final. In the end Brie
straight title end in the round of 16, finishi3 singles titles, @ed from 2002004. was victorious-8 and 53 for the B title.
3rd in the group and just short of advancir —

Brian Cook, Fred Slater, Jon Conga&kay
Beierling emerged to the semi finhfmol A.
This usual crowd actually own the top spots
for the MOST number of top 4 tournament
finishes on the NCA Tour. With the New
York results, Brian Cook had earned his 31st
top 4 appearance, while Beierling reached his
29th, Conrad to 25 and Slatierto 18. But

8 each was looking for much more. It was Brian

So the final 4 was set to be Brian Cook, »
Brown, Justin Slater and Nathan Walsh. It
only the second time in WCC history that
top 4 was eirely comprised of players wt
did not make the top 4 the year before. -
only previous occurrence was 2003 to 20(

As previously menti

top 4 appearance, *Sia.civs e _lavs. Fred, and Ray vs. Jon doing battle, with
Wal shds 2nd and Mat: 2014 World Chamption Brian Codr Brian & Jon playing off in the finals for the A
provedto be a major factor as Brian Cook an (photo credit: Bill Gladding championship. Brian was victoriéisand
Justin Slater cruised past Walsh and Brown . 6-2,to become the 2014 Turtle Island
into the final. It was a great day of crokinole, and ano'champion, earning hi§th tournament title

fine display from the WCC committee and o the NCA Tour and winning his 10th
Nathan Walsh and Matt Brown played a ticommunity of Tavistock, who had once ac yifferent tournament.
3rd/4th place match, with the major turniilPut on the greatest crokinole tournamen HET
point being a 5th round tiebreaker in gat he worl d. This ye 2 o~
one. After Walsh edged dhi first game, hePlayers from Bl, Kentucky, Connecticut

went on to win the match for 3rd place, wt Ohio, New York, Michigan and Brazil, a
Matt Brown had to settle for 4th. once again showed just how spectacular

seemingly simple game is.
The attention then all shifted to the Wol
Championship final. Brian Cook and JusTurtle Island:
Slater had met in the 2010 final, where S Lewist N York
became the youngest ldorchampion in QWIS on, New yor
hi story, while als cArticlefrom Clare Kuepfer /
as world championthe 201l4rematch was

only the second WCC rematch in history. August 9th, 2014, a bright and sunny day
27 enthusiastic crokinole playgather at the

Cookstole 2 points Tuscarora Nation House for an exciting {

hammer in the 3rd round of the 1st game Of competition.

go up 42. Cook then won his hammer roul )
to take the first game26 Then there were those from Ohio: 4 players

plus their cheer leader who arrived Fride 2014Turtle Islar€hamption Brian Coc
Even while ahead, Cook could not relax.afternoon, as well as 13 players from Ontar (photo creditokinole Ceptre

2010 he had wongtfirst game, before SIatSaturda morning the plavers were sery!N the Recreational division Poolsémi
won the last 2 to take the match. Even m Yy 9 play finalsit would bethe Ohio pairing aderry
s o S|l ater had wo n breakfastof coffepancakes, sausages, syi . .

) . -7 'Ward vshis brothefin-law, Roger Farmer,
tournament a month before after losing -and the workalong withgreat hospitality . ine" Ontario pairing of Roy Bretzs. Jo
; i Play started at 11AM consisting of . L
f'LSt gameftfo N_athftir? Wa'?ﬂ‘h-ut s t3|dn competitive players and 14 rocreaticANN Carter. Jerry & Roy met in the finals,
chances of forcing the match 10 a ora ge I with Jerrycoming out on top to win his 2nd
looked god. Tied at 2 he was able t(Players. Both divisions each plai}@games,.rurtle Islya[fnd titlg. P
outscore Cook, and go u24vith a hammerthere by playing each other once.
round coming up. But Cook would come ri¢,




Pool B semi final salaneDiebel Campbell, Clare Kuepfer and Wayne Scott O"at ©OldCrokinoledd Song

(ON) vs.Erwin "Moochie" Printup (NY), grabbing the final spot in the semifinals. His fingerds bent
& Nancy Farmer (OH) viVayne Wolfganc His nail has almost healed

(OH). For the finals, it was &arvs. Wayne The A division also came in close. After Brian And she'd get herself fired

At the end of 3 games it wastietl up and Cook took the top spot with 53 points, the log g tk‘;g\t‘é"r?g I“g\‘fe‘,"fma.y henge\'/si s
it took 4 sets of tie breaker rounds before jam of players saw Justin Slater, Matt Brown znq she knows he's gonna go

time tournament attendé®¥ayne Wolfgancand Nathan Walsh fill out the top 4, in a repeat well, it ain't the money, or the glory

emerged the winner of pool B. of the Tavistock final 4, while Ray Beierling It's that damned old crokinole
missed out by a mer@@ints. Well, its reds and blacks
Eat'n, visit'n & Flick'n, mix it all up an it posts and wax
, ) p It's the awww of a silent crowd

whatdo you get?....... a greatokerole Matt Brown, following in similar stride to |ts the white in his knuckles
tournament! Thanks to all the organizcL oui s Gaut hi er s s u c cHissmile and his chuckle
volunteers, sponsors, and players for mabe the breakthrough crokinole player of the He'll win thenext two rounds
3rd annual Turtle Island crokinole tournamseason. Top 4 finishes in the World i igﬁgﬁg%fgﬁf
a success. Championship Doubles, World s boards and latigo
Championship Singles and the extremely It'sc:hiletar:har:d the raise

i i tough Relleville field put him as the next And shots that amaze

Belleville Crokinole pla)?er knocking on thr(Je door of the winners And they call the game crokinole

Cha"enge: Belleville circle. She does her best to hold him
ArticlefromCrokinole Centre When his love comes to call

In the C division, Cathy Kuepfer and Terry Buthis need for it controls him
While we are far away from the Wo Kruyk held on to their top seeds as Kuepfer ﬁrrg R?Srsb(f‘fé‘ns a?fl"rﬁlt;:‘zwgﬂ
Crokinole Championshiphe 2014 Bellevillidefeated Betty Waite and Kruyk defeated Dale when its timegfc?r him to goy
Crokinole Challenge brought with Henry inthe semifinals. The firmhKuepfer You know the woman wants her croker
tournament organization of the highemaintain her success and take the C title backLike he wants his crokinole

calibre, and a level of nerves only seen orto Owen Sound. Well, it's reds and blacks

world stage. And on September 20th, it It's posts and wax
the coolest of customers, Justin Slater, waIn the B division Dave Brown and Roy It's the awww of a silent crowd
away with his fir®elleville title. Campbell also held on to their top 2 seeds, It's the white inhis knuckles

; ; i~ His smile and his chuckle
defeating Scott and Kuepfer respectively in Ho'll win the next two rounds

The full crowd arrived on Saturday mornthe semifinals. Dave Brown then took |vsshots and flicks
with a tournamentecord attendance of 3:advantage of the Quée Convention, winning It's concave discs
which quickly had Belleville club membthe match in overtime after being tied through It's boards and latigo
stating that next 13 games, and taking the B title over Roye!ts the lean and the raise
- . . . And the shots that amaze
The preliminary round split the field into Campbell. And they call the game crokinole
evenly ranked grouphistin Slater, no longe
being out East during the school year, jumIn the A semifinals, Brian Cook and Nathan Itil drive a croker crazy
up to take the top spot with 67 pointsoutcWal shés pl ayoff meetlthdiveamaninsane
. . And he'll show you everything he knows
possible 80. Nathan ngsh had Fhe secconsecutive years as the two made up thej g, help you win the game
spot and the most 20s with 107, being the ichampioship match in both 2012 and 2013. and a happy home and some brittle
player to reach triple digits. Others to miWalsh was able to sneak out a win in 3 gamesbones
the top group included Jon Conrad, Ewhile it was a similar story for Justin Slater :fa” I’m‘ have toﬂfhtor‘:v  chasi
Miltenburg, Jason Beierling, Howard Marover Matt Brown. Tzirsadre:ni’fﬁg ool croere g crasi
and local Belleville club members Lo
Gauthier and Len Chard. Just missing out That left Justin Slater and Nathan Walsh to Well, it's reds and blacks
Dave Brown (on 20 8face off inthe finals, a replay of the 2014 &tn!t's posts and wax
Peter Tarle. Jacobs final th&ater won in 3 games. Walsh :E: :ﬂ: amﬁfhfssk'f:élﬁg’s""d
came out strong winning the first gar® 6  RHis smile and his chuckle
The field split into 3 categories the secondand leading-@ in the 2nd game. But Slater He'll win the next two rounds
round as the money was on the line. Thithen elevated his level of play, forcing the 2nd It's shots and flicks
were really tight in the C division with 2 poi game into a tie, and then winning the 3rd game :Ez Eg';fg;’ig{'ffasﬁgo
separating 4th from 6th place, as Gloria W 5-1. Following the Quinte Convention rules, |¢s the lean and the raise
and Bob Leggett missed out on the fiSlater and Walsh headed to overtime. With a And the shots that amaze
semifinal spot. chance to win the tournament on his final And they call the game crokinole
shot, Walsh blundered his disc off a peg,
The B division was a bit more spread oiit vbefore Slater made an easy takeout to extenc ;g 4o greens and the blacks
Dave Brown leading the way, followed by fthe match. Slater then was tremendous in s the lines and the wax
And they call the game crokinole

nt o



scoring 20s in the following round asdukt pair of Ron Ressr and Eric Miltenburgthrilling semifinal. Fred and Justin Slater were
the match and the 2014 Belleville Crokir Forming quick chemistry, Reesor cable to avenge their -17 loss to
Challenge. Miltenburg scored big wins against Fred Miltenburg/Reesor earlian the day, to pull
Justin Slater, and Tom and Rex Johnsoff the great victory 120.
. Those wins would propel them to a 4th pli
Ontario Doubles finish with 53 points. Another pair that do r That set the final to be a rematch of tie 1
Championship: Brucefield get matched up wittoo much frequencypage playoff, putting the defending Ontario
ArticlefromCrokinole Centre despite being from the same club, were L Doubles Champions against the defending
" Gauthier and Peter Tarle, who bounced kWorld Champions. While there are sure to be
from an early loss to the Walsh/Hartviksrematches in the future, the d&onged to
team to score 55 points and grab the 3rd <Jason and Ray Beierling, as they dominatec
the final 133, to win their 2nd Ontario
In typical fashion, Fred and Justin Slater vDoubles Crokinole Championship.
responible for one of the best scores, in bc
points and 20s. They would finish just ah Scenic City: Owen Sound
of Gauthler/TarI_e with 56 points and 144 2/ riiclefromCrokinole Centre
to earn the crucial spot as the 2nd seed fo
page playoff®n another level though we
Ray and Jason Beierling, whareo to 1st Coming off an extremely strong performance
place with a staggering 70 points and 160at  the  Ontario  Doubles  Crokinole
Championship, Ray Beierliegtered Owen
2014 Ontario Doubles Championship  on the recreational side the battle to react Sound looking for badhk-back victories.
(photo creditokinole Ceptre playoffs was even tighter. Al Carter and While the competition was tough, Beierling
Ann Carter earned the most 20s at 79, held it together when the nerves were high and
finished only 6th with 48 points. Just ahea title was on the line.

&O;QZ’ a;]ztsz;)tgn?gr?t Zarl])(/j Ee'?ggngng%?ttﬁéthem were Alex Ostrem and Pete Wiley a N )
’ y points, but still shy of the top 4. Conrad SiiA field of 26 for the competitive singles and

hz(rjf eac?[ %?gzi?ge%?ﬁgrdmabg:‘fidtz)vi\f\t:na and Bill Heather were the lucky ones to sqranother 19 teams for the recreational doubles
tphe 014 Ontario Igoubleys Crokinointo the final spot with 51 points, whimade for a tournament size of 64, which may

ch onshi Rueben and Abijah Jong (56), Bob Jonesstand as the largest tournament this year
ampionship. John Lichty (58) and Dave Whitel &urray outside of the World Chanopiships.

Perdue (61) found themselves atop the h

The recreational playoffs saw the fortu The preliminary round lined up all 13 tables

turn, as Rueben and Abijah Jong finished for singles action of 10 games. A high level of

followed by Sitter/Heather, Jones/LichtyaC o mpet i ti on raised th

White/Perdue. 6 players recording r
round. Roy Campbell was the class of the

- , 727 the competitive playoffs, and43page field, scoring 61 points arid2 2 2008 s

competitive and  recreational  division playoff saV\E) Reesor?Milytenburg taipe go|decent distance ahead of second place with

Highlighting the competitive field included Gauthier/Tarle in a dor-die match Ray Beierling at 56 points.

time defending world champions Justin ‘Reesor/Miltenburg took an early lead in
Fred Slater, making their first appearanc ,"™; i Closely behind were Brian Cook, Justin $lat
partners in the ODCC, and 2014 wcc :° first to 12 point y ' Hlaten

"Gauthier/Tarle come back with in strikir( @t @ tournament high
place team of Matt and Dave BroV\distance, before Reesor/Miltenburg finisheOwen Sound Champion, Louis Gauthier.

As the defending champions and tournarr

The Brucefield United Church held tl
location for the 5th annual tournament, ¢
even featured a visit from Bluewater ma
Bill Dowson

It was a packed field with 12 teams in both

. . off 139. Fred Slater and Robert Bonragsio qualified,
A full round robin took up all of the mornin just ahead of Nathan Walsh and Howard
and the early afternoon as each team targMeanWHie, Beierling/Beierling an/Martin who grabbed the final spots with 47

a top 4 finish. A lot of teams formed of tl
usual partnerships from the same club,
Howard Martin and Roy Campbell of
Jacobs/Waterloo, Tom and Rex Johnsir
Varna, Dennis Ernest and Alex Protas
Waterloo, and Peter Carter and Rot
Bonnett and the team of Clare Kuepfer ¢
Neil Cook, both of Scone.

Slater/Slater fought for the automaand 46 points respectively. Rueben Jong, Jor
entrance into the championship finConrad and Roger Vaillancourt would hold
Continuing their unbeaten streak, Jason the unlucky cards, all finishing less than 3
Ray Beierling comfortably took the mateh Points out of the top grougnd head to Pool
6, sending Justin and Fred Slater to |B for the afternoon.
Miltenburg/Reesor ithe semifinal.

Meanwhile a large doubles round robin was
With Miltenburg/Reesor coming in witbeing played, featuring many of the
confidence, and Slater/Slater fixing somehometown members of the Scone Crokinole

But a team that performed spectacularly in . "% i it w:Club, and others who drove the long distance
preliminary round was the London/H::xmiItc,t.r.]elr mistakes from the earlier match, it wi ' g



in the name of crokinole addiction. While 'with Peter Tarle, Rueben Jong and D play, the first 2 games of the best of 3 would
visitors would perform admirably with BcBrown all & 31 points. The round of of <endin a 44 tie. Just when it looked like the
Jones and John Lichty finishing second in playoffs would see Roger Vaillancourt leac3rd game was also going to a draw, Ray

19 team competition, Neil and Carol Ccway i n

200s wi tdnoughiBeierling snuck out a point againstt the

would bring home the title for the local croras Jon Conrad and Eric Miltenburg finisthammer to make it-3 heading into the 4th
with a narrow victory of a single point.

2014Scenic City Chamption Ray Bei
with tournament organizer Clare Kt
(photo creditokinole Ceptre

On the singles side the 26 players spli3int

first and second with 15 points. In the firround. With the hammer advantage, Beierling
Jon Conrad was at his best, winning the2bigrabbed an early 20 and held the advantage t
out of 3 match in 2 straight games. win the match+4, 44, 53.

With the Owen Sound title on the line, PcGolden Horseshoe:
A saw a lot of tight play as points we .
extremely hard to come by. Nathan weHamilton
scored 39 points to earn the top spot, wlArticlefromCrokinole Centre
Justin Slater recorded 38 points, and
Bekrling 37. The 4th and final spot would The 7th Annual Golden Horseshoe Crokinole
as close as it gets, with Roy Campbell, Tournament on January 31, 2015, marked the
Slater and Brian Cook at 33 points. Afte6thye ar i n Hamiltonds (
little math to see the hetmdhead scores, i Reformed Church (after the first edition of the
was determined that Roy Campbell had \tournament took place in Toronto).
the final playoff spot. The playgémes were
extremely competitive as 4 of the 6 gaiWith the tournament usually taking place in
ended in a-4 draw, but when the dust settl January, mitVinter weather has often
Ray Beierling was set to play Nathan Wal<hindered tournament attendance. That was
a rematch of the 2014 London final from | certainlynot the case in 2015 as clear roads
March. paved the way to a tournambigh number

of 44 contenders, including a number of new
While Nathan Walsh was looking to win faces and international competition.
first tournamenafter losses in his last 2 fin:
appearances, Ray Beierﬁng was |00king f(The preliminary round divided the players into
first singles tournament victory since ‘4 groups of 11.That round gave the
Turtle Island Championship in 201competitors achance to mingle and mix,
Continuing on a similar thread of very e\xcombining the 4 World Champions with large

groups for the afternoon play. In Pool C, B
Vaillancourt led the way with 44 points, w
Abijah Jong, Wayne Scott and K
Vaillancourt following to also qualify for t
top 4 playoffs. It was Kyle Vaillancourt w
would emerge from the playoff roundin as
the top seed, while Bev Vaillancourt neede(
win a tiebreaker to sneak past Abijah Jo
That set up a Pool C final of mother vs sd
and Bev Vaillancourt would come out on td
once again needing alireaker round to do
Sso.

In Pool B, Bria Simpson started to taks
charge, scoring 41 points and finishing ah
of Jon Conrad at 40. Roger Vaillancourt &t
Eric Miltenburg would take the 3rd and 4tf
spots, just ahead of a déwét for 5th place

A Group photo of the competitors after the 2015 Golden Horseshoe Tol
(photo credtic Miltenbyrg



groups from London, Owe®ound, Toronto, Conrad was also in fine form to take 2 Doubles Crokinole = Championship in
Waterloo, Tuscarora and the hometowhile Nathan Walsh took 3rd. Ray Beier|Brucefield, and the Owen Sound tournament),
Hamilton bunch. Also in the mix, arfinished 4th with 49 points, no doubt helpbut it was also his birthday. A fact which
welcomed to the tournament were tby his tournamestigh 135 20s through 1tournament orgamér, Eric Miltenburg,
newcomers from Guelph, Grimsby, Mia&gy games. brought up as he awarded Beierling the
and even Brazil. tournament trophy. It led to a rousing
The semifinals were excruciatingly closcr endi t i on of the O0Harg
The action really heated up in the sec Ray Beierling edged out Roy Campkeli6l
round, with players reseeded into 4 m4, 53. Meanwhile Jon Conrad and Natt .:.: : :
groups with prizes and money on the line Walsh had to play overtime after beiad British Columbia Crokinole
Pool D, John Trinka found his form earni through 3 games. Walsh eventually previChampionships: Oliver, BC
the highesbf any second round score with in the 5th and 6th extra rounds. ArticlefromQuin Erzinger
points out of a possible 80. Arthur Giulia
challenged for the final at 46 points, but \That setup a Ray Beierling and Nathan W The sun was shining over the Okanagan valley
narrowly beaten by Mark Weiler with final-a r epeat of Owent o greet t he 30 par
points. couple months earlier. Beierling won in OvtournamentAs always, the day was started
Sound and was looking for his 2ndovicin wi t h a vi si t Rob fovaDési v
In the final, John Trinka kept up his strowhat was his 4ttraight finals appearance who returned later in the day to watch the
play, winning the final in-2raightgames, Hamilton. Similar to the Owen Sound finsingles finals and present the awaPts; got
taking home the D Pool title in his first NCthe match required a decisive-@athe to started with a five game round robin of
tournament. determine the winner, and Ray Beierdoubles playThere were six teams in the
pulled away to take the 2015 Golccompetitive side and nine teams on the
The C Pool play was very tight as JaHorseshoe Crokinole Tournament title.  recreational divisiorAfter the first five
Westerhof and Braden Van Andel each sci games, the top four teams played again on the
44 points, but it was only enough to grab It was an extra bonus for Ray Beierlingt competitive side to determine the
and 5th place. Gloria Walsh also sufferedonly ~ winning his  3rdtraight  NCA finalists. After losing the first game in a best
fate of closebut not enough at 47 point: tournament title (including the Ontarof three set, Linda Irvine and Quin Erzmger
missing out by one point as Bill Geris and
Ann Carter advanced to the final with 48 &
51 points respectiveihile Jo Ann Carte
fought back to send the match to a decid
3rd-game, Bill Geris eventually prevailed
the C Pool title.

John Harvey looked fantastic through t
second round in the B Pool, earning 57 po
and cruising to a t
20s were also the highest of the group,
ahead of James Nich
the second spdn the final was Reuben Jo
at 51 points, just barely above Ron Ree
whods 49 points hat
The final was very competitive betwe
Harvey and Jong, but Reuben Jong was
to come away the victor of the B Pool wit
5-3, 53 finish.

The A Pool playoffs saw the top 11 fighti
for the top 4 semifinals. The A Pool was a
strong mix of some of the best croking
players from the NCA Tour. Congratulatio
should be given to Andrew Whitfield fc
making the top group in his vefist
tournament appearance.
Roy Campbell looked to top his -‘pilace
finish in Hamilton from the previous year, aiid
soared to first place seed with 55 points. Jc Doubles Champions: Quin Erzinger and Lijptatovenedit: Oliver Daily) News



rallied to become newtournament winner, but thead woulds i ~t nr <
over Ralph Hargrave and lastayr 6 s not be easy with 2 previous WCC Champion C " © ko8 S0nd e
champion Adrian Conradi. still in the field.3 pools were set up, in both

competitive and recreatianal _
Following the round robin, the recreatiol I'm not made for pavin' long roads
division reduced to six teams who played aThe morning draw passed quickly twed !ain'tcutoutto climb high line
to reach the finalBC has some very skilleresults were tabulate@ihe top 2 seeds from poles
youngsters playing, evidence to this waseach pobplus 3 wildcard spots setup the But I'm pretty good at crokinole
combined age of 25 years betnsisters Sajeafternoon grouping
and Petal Good who prevailed over the fatl
son team of Gordon and Jeremy Gunn to t|n the Recreational group, Bob Jones, Abijat
the recreational crowGordon and SusarJong and lan Morton topped thesspective
Gunn were the lone representatives frpools and would lead the charge in Rec Poc
Ontario, hailing from Owen Sound. A. Paul Trka, Dave and Kathy Geris would M°trs crank, no _

all just miss out of theoBl A placing and  ButI'm pretty good at crokinole
After a break for lunch, singlesyplgot settle for fighting it out in Pool B.
started.This year brought a rule change to So letds play on
systemAfter playing the ten game rourinthe Competitive group, NCA Tour That's what I'm here for
robin, the top 20 shooter was Quin Erzintregulars, Ray Beierling and Jon Conrad, to0] 6 m bui | t f alr ma
with  91.The top four scores on thfirst place in their pools and the high morning | jove the offense
Competitive side (|n descending ord score was set by Dwayne CampMayne
belonged to Quin Erzinger, Jody Gocthas been out of action foretttastouple of
Jordan Ripley, and Ralph Hargraleey years, but was back in full force this eajer
advanced to play each other again Tarle would grab the final spot in the
determine the finalistRalph Hargraves loscompetitive Pool A, narrowly sliding ahead of! @in't much for mowin" thick grass
to Jordan Ripley in the bronze final. First pl matt Brown. At the break a fabulous chilli and I'm too slow for workin' too fast
was a rematch from the 2013 tournamient soup lunch was served, complete with fresl don't do windows so honey don't
a thrlll_lng final which involved exir@unds rolis and cokies. ask
and trick shot 20s, Jody Good defeated C But I'm pretty good at crokinole

Erzinger to take his first singkafter the reseeding, round 2 begahe top
championship. 4 from each pool would advance to their

) . ) respectivplayoffs and everyone was gunning , L,
In the recreational division, Wilf Paul Wy, one of those spots. I'm not known for dan' a lot

third place over Petal Good, with Saje G¢ But | do my best work when the
claiming the first place title over Jeremy Gl Recreational Pool C saw Sharon WatsorP T €ssureds on
_ Moochie Printup, Mary Hohmann and I'm pretty good at crokinole
We are looking to host an even be'}CaroIine Baker prai, while Fred Smith
Championship next year in Oliver on the ! issed the cutoff by a single point. INSo 1 etos play on

I wasn't born for diggin deep holes

I'm not the type to work in a bank
I'm no good at slappin' on paint
Don't have a knack for makin'

I love my defense
| like 'em bank and fall

A go getter maybe I'm not

of March, and I hope to sgeu there! Recreational B, J&ann Carter, Dave Geris, That's what I'm here for
Janet Diebel and Len Zettler advandad. l6m built for ma
Forest City Flickers: Morton toppecRec A with Christina [ love the offense
Campbell, John Lichty and Bob Jones in tow.
London I love my defense
ArticlefromRay Beierling Competitive Qvas led by bward Martin and ! like 'em bank and fall

followed by Joe Richards, Bill Gerris
For the 7th consecutive ydhge Forest City andBrian Henry. TheComp B poolvas a
Flickers hosted the London Crokinctight race with Matt Brown and Reuben Jonc! wasn't born for diggin' deefholes

Tournament.53 playertravelled from neaitiedin points, while Fred Slater taible third I'm not made for pavin' long roads
and farfor a chance to claim one of ttposition. Ron Reesor snubkough a three | ain't cut out to climb high line
tournament crowns. way tie break, winning thead to head games  qjes

despite having less overall 20s, besting Chr
There was a near evesplit between Gorsline and Barry Kiggins. Ray Beierling rar
recreational and competitive players away with Comp And the next three spots
competitive, 27 recreational) which miwere claimed by Tom Johnston, Rex Johnsto
tournament rotations work wellotable top and Ab Leitch.Just missing the top 4 were [Spoken]
seeded players walesent for variesJon Conrad ahDwayne Campbell. O letds play one
reasonsThis opened the door for a potential That's what I'm here for

But I'm pretty good at crokinole
I'm pretty good at crokinole



With the playoff participants ready to pl The London Club wants to thank all tlwith 44. The final was very tight, with Roger
the3 game playoff round robivisitors for coming and making ttVaillancart needing a tiebreaker to win the
began. Congratulations to Christintournament a great succegdso, a hugefirst game by a score 0f46 Vaillancourt
Campbell, 3&nn Carter, and Caroline Bakthank you from the players to the Londwould then grab the second game of the best
for claiming the top spots in tRec A, B and Club for hosting yet another fantastic evenof 3 to take the C final.

C pools respectivel\Bill Gelis came from

3rd place to win théomp C pool and Mat ontario Singles The battle to reach the Pool B final was also
Brown held on to his top seeded qualify . . very tight. Clare Kuepfer would be the
position to clan the Comp B title. Championships: St. Jacobs unfortunate 3rd placénisher (40 points),
ArticlefromCrokinole Centre falling behind Reuben Jongsma (42) and Brian
In Competitive A, the top 2 would play a b Simpson (47). Jongsma had won their round

two out of three final, and after the diJustin Slater had a hot start to the 2014 robin meeting 2, but Brian Simpson would
settled, Ab Leitch and Rex Jdbnhad NCA Tour, but it was the finish that was get the better of a very competitive final,
topped Ray Beierling and Tom Johnstm. never in doubt as Slater capped his 2nd Nwinning 64, 53.

whomade his first final appearance since Tour title, with his 5th Ontario Singles '
2008 World Crokinole Championships, (Championship.

off to a great start against Rex Johnston,

was competing in his first final, and ne29 players gathered at the St. Ja
looked backThe cagey vetan executed :Mennonite Church for the final stop of t
great get ahead and hide straaegyon the 7th National Crokinole Association seas
title in two straight games. The event is often one of the ma
competitive as many of the best play |
nearing peak form, are in attendancethix
with the final push for the end of the ye
rankings and it is a great tournament.

The preliminary round split the field into ¢ Pool B Winner: Brian Simpson (right

groups, with advancement to afternoon poo  Tournament Organizer, Howard Ma

on the line. Clare Kuepfer (40 points) an (nhoto creditokinole Ceintre

John Harvey (39) were barely edgadby

Rex Johnston (41) for direct entry into Py pggl A action, Ray Beierling had an

A, despite Harvey scoring the grbigh 81 eytremely solid round robin and finished atop

20s. the standings with 46 points. Justin Slater
) sealed the NCA Tour title when he earned the

Tom Johnston went sleepless the night be opg seed with 42 points, just ahead of Tom

due to work requirements, but managec johnston who continued to have a great day

join Ab Leitch, Robert Bonnett and Rof competiton. London  tournament

Beierling as the Group B denders champion, Ab Leitch, took the final playoff

qualifying for Pool A. spot with 37 points. It was that which showed

how tight the round robin was, as the 4th place

While Group C was highlighted by the h score only earned one point over the 50%
score of Justin Slater with 65 of a possibligegre of 36.

points, there was an incredibleved/ tie

between Jon Conrad, Brian Simpson and | the semifinals, Ray Beierling would get the
Miltenburgfor the final spot in Pool A. Whilyetter of his Vara teammate, Ab Leitch, by a
each player tied each other in their H®aCscore of B, 62. The semifinal between
head games, Conrad would be given the ‘Tom Johnston and Justin Slater was-sasee
spot due to 20s. affair. Tom Johnston won the first game in a
) tiebreaker,-@. The second game would also
After a fantastic lunch, the money was on go to a tiebreaker, but Slater would fight off
line as the afternoon play began. elimhation to tie the match. In the third game,

o ) Slater took over, winningddo advance to the
In Pool C, Barry Kiggins héatkthigh 20 scorefing.

2015Forest City FlickehmmptioAb with 58, but failed to make the final, finish’
Leitch with 39 points for 3rd place. Howard Mar 5o with the NCA standings solidified with
(ohoto credtokinole Cehtre would take the top seed with 47 points, i jystin Slater 1st and Ray Beierling 2nd, the twc
Roger Vaillancourt would join him in the firsquared off in the final. Justin Slater




dominated the first gamieut Ray Beierling
flipped the script in the second and t
Ontario Singles final headed to a decisive t
game.

The first round was played to a tense tie,
Slater would remain focussed and win
game 8L, to claim his NCA recombtting 4th
straigh Ontario Singles Championship.

So the 2032015 NCA Tour standings wer
finalized. Nathan Walsh finished a canegr
3rd place, after a year in which he accumulz
4 different 2nd place finishes. Ray Beierl
finished 2nd on the Tour, in what was one
his best Tourdés, th
of three consecutive tournaments. And Jus
Slater won the Tour for his second time (a
sharing the title with Ray Beierling in 201
highlighted by  winning the  World
Championship Doubles event, the Brucefie
tournament and the Ontario Single
Championship, as well as a ruauefinish in
the WCC Singles event.

So 7 seasons for the NCA Tour are now a (]
of history. The focus now clearly shifts to t
2015 World Crokinole Championships, a
the start of a new NCA Tour.

20142015 NCA Tour Champion: Justin(@hater creditokinole Cetre
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